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Global impact through local action
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Urban Socio-Environmental Challenges
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Air pollution

Urban inequality

Flooding and stormwater 
management

Waste management



Nature-based Solutions 



Nature-based Solutions in Cities

NbS in cities are more complex

“Hyper” 
competition in 
land use needs 

Multiple and 
fragmented 
ecosystems

Proximity to 
human 

settlements

Land ownership Issues of equity



Nature-based Solutions in Cities

NbS in cities are more complex

“Hyper” 
competition in 
land use needs 

Multiple and 
fragmented 
ecosystems

Proximity to 
human 

settlements

Land ownership Issues of equity

NbS in cities offer much potential

Address multiple 
co-benefits

Connectivity Citizen 
engagement

Partnerships and 
political buy-in

Advance 
equitable 
outcomes



Nature-based Solutions in Cities in Asia



Nature-based Solutions in Cities in Asia
Urban parks Coastal NbS



Nature-based Solutions in Cities in Asia
Urban farming・Community gardens Green Infrastructure
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How do I apply NbS in cities?

IUCN NbS definition IUCN Global Standard for NbS

Where do I begin? 

I don’t have the technical expertise

How can I fund this?

How do I communicate 
NbS to stakeholders?



IUCN Urban NbS Guidelines

• Provide cities and urban practitioners with 
the necessary technical guidance to 
integrate nature and biodiversity 
protection into decision-making processes 
and urban planning

• Strengthen the role of IUCN and its 
knowledge products, as well as the 
connection among its Members, 
Commissions, partners, and research 
institutions

Launch at IUCN 
World 

Conservation 
Congress (Oct 

2025)

First draft prepared

Consultation with 
global experts 

and IUCN 
Members

IUCN Urban NbS Guidelines



Introduction to UBHub

Global and Local Mission:
• Improve cities’ understanding of their 

relationship with nature, in both concept 
and practice

• Link global frameworks with local strategies 
for nature

Global Expertise:
• Policies and strategies for cities and nature
• Knowledge in sustainable cities and 

international frameworks
• Strategic planning, analysis, and indicators
• Multicultural facilitation for successful 

output-oriented workshops

Global impact through local action



UBHub: Comprehensive Database

Source: UBHub Database, available at www.ubhub.org/map

Urban Biodiversity Plans, Policies, Institutions, and Other Initiatives

We host the source for 

current actions in urban 

biodiversity, including 

program participation, 

plans, reports, policies, 

and frameworks from 

around the world.

At least 922 cities worldwide have initiatives for biodiversity,

Many subnational and national programs for urban biodiversity also exist.



UBHub: Open Source Publications

https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-insights/perspectives/nature-in-the-urban-century/
http://www.ubhub.org/pdfs/tube2022.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/resources/jointly-published/urban-nature-indexes
https://www.routledge.com/The-Routledge-Handbook-of-Sustainable-Cities-and-Landscapes-in-the-Pacific-Rim/Yang-Taufen/p/book/9781032189949
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0235773
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0235773
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/conservation-science/articles/10.3389/fcosc.2021.752387/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/conservation-science/articles/10.3389/fcosc.2021.752387/full
https://www.nature.com/articles/s42949-024-00143-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s42949-024-00143-2
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Urban NbS Guidelines Survey

Share your expert input

Shape the 
Urban NbS Guidelines

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8194886/Urban-NbS-Guidelines

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8194886/Urban-NbS-Guidelines
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